
Module options for visiting students 

 

About the department 
The Department of English at Royal Holloway is one of the leading schools of English in the world, in the top 150 
internationally according to the QS University Rankings 2021 and ranked 12th in the UK for English and Creative 
Writing in The Guardian ‘Best UK Universities 2022’. 

Our modules cover the span of English literature. Your journey could take you from Old English riddles, Middle English 
romances, and the rich poetry and theatre of the Renaissance to the wit and politics of the eighteenth century; from 
Romantic verse to the radical novels of the Victorians; from the complexities of modernism to world literatures, 
American literature, and the latest contemporary writing. 

Entry requirements 

The modules listed below are open to all Study Abroad, International and Erasmus students, subject to any required 
previous knowledge or qualifications, as stated in the module specifications below. 
 
Each module is either 15 or 30 UK credits (7.5 or 15 ECTS) and starts in either the Autumn Term (September) or the 
Spring Term (January). 
 

 

Department of English  

 

The information contained in the module outlines on the following pages is correct at the time of publication but may be 
subject to change as part of our policy of continuous improvement and development. 
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Module options for visiting students 

 

Module 
number 

Module title Run time 
UK 

Credits 
Link to syllabus 

EN1001 
Encountering Medieval Literature: Beowulf to Chaucer 

UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1011 Thinking as a Critic UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1105 Literature and Crisis UG Autumn – Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1106 Shakespeare 
UG Autumn Term 

15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1107 Re-Orienting the Novel UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1107V Inventing The Novel UG Autumn  15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN1112 Introduction to Poetry UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2001 Middle English Poetry UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2004 Medieval Dream and Vision UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2005 Strange Fictions: Romance in the Middle Ages UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2009 Old English Riddles UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2010 'Love, Honour, Obey': Literature 1525 - 1670 UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1001
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1001
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1011
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1011
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1105
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1105
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1106
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1106
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1107
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1107
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1107V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1107V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1112
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=1112
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2001
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2001
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2004
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2004
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2005
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2005
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2009
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2009
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2010
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2010


Module options for visiting students 

 

Module 
number 

Module title Run time 
UK 

Credits 
Link to syllabus 

EN2010V 
Renaissance Literature 

UG Autumn or Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information  
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2011 Intensive Shakespeare UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2012 Drama and Witchcraft UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2014 Early Modern Bodies 
UG Spring Term 

15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2120 The Age of Oppositions UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2212 Victorian Literature UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2212V Victorian Literature UG Autumn  15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2213 Romanticisms UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2213V Romanticisms UG Autumn  15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2215 Creative Writing: Structure UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2217 Queer Histories UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2219 Environmental Literatures UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2010V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2010V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2011
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2011
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2012
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2012
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2014
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2014
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2120
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2120
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2212
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2212
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2212V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2212V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2213
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2213
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2213V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2213V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2215
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2215
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2217
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2217
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2219
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2219


Module options for visiting students 

 

Module 
number 

Module title Run time 
UK 

Credits 
Link to syllabus 

EN2221 
Frankenstein 

UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2309 Literature of the Fin de Siècle UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2315 Literature and the Digital UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2321 Dark Reform 
UG Autumn Term 

15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2325 Modernist Literature UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2325V Modernist Literature UG Autumn 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2326 Writing as a Critic UG Autumn or Spring Term 

(runs each term separately) 

15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2328 American Gothic UG Spring Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2401 The American Century UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2500 Shakespeare Page-Stage UG Autumn-Spring Term 30.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

EN2501 Screen Adaptations UG Autumn Term 15.00 Syllabus Information 
(royalholloway.ac.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2221
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2221
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2309
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2309
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2315
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2315
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2321
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2321
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2325
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2325
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2325V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2325V
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2326
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2326
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2328
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2328
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2401
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2401
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2500
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2500
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2501
https://ssb-prod.ec.royalholloway.ac.uk/PROD/bwckctlg.p_disp_catalog_syllabus?cat_term_in=202324&subj_code_in=EN&crse_numb_in=2501


Module options for visiting students 

 

Module 
number 

Module title Run time UK 
Credits 

Syllabus 

EN2XXX Creating 
Beowulf 

UG Spring 
Term 

15.00 

The course aims to improve translation skills, deepen knowledge of the Old English poetic tradition, explore issues involved 
in the translation of poetry, and develop creative responses to Old English poetry.  Seminars will address Beowulf from a 
wide variety of perspectives, including historical background, poetic technique, issues associated with the manuscript, and 
translation theory.  Students will translate approximately 500 lines of the poem during the course 

 

EN2XXX Exploring James 
Joyce’s Ulysses 

UG 
Autumn 
Term 

15.00 

This half unit will study Joyce’s Ulysses. It will give students a chance of getting to grips with and getting pleasure from what 
is widely acknowledged to be one of the greatest novels - if not the greatest novel - of the 20th century. Topics to be 
discussed will include formal experimentation, the epiphany, aesthetics, irony, and Utopianism, Irish fin-de-siécle politics, 
alcohol, the stream of consciousness, Catholicism, the ‘everyman’ and the ‘everyday’, uses of myth, parody and pastiche, 
and the limits of language, reason and representation. Students will learn about shifts in critical fashion, assessing new 
critical, humanist, post-structuralist, politicizing, feminist, historicizing and textualist responses to his work. Students will 
develop skills of expression, of research, of planning, of writing analytically and critically. 

EN2XXX Afterlives of 
Slavery 

UG 
Autumn 
Term 

15.00 

Many writers from Arna Bontemps in 1936 to Honoree Fanonne Jeffers in 2021 have confronted the ways in which history is 
written for people living in the legacy of slavery. This module will explore a range of methods writers in the 20th and 21st 
century use to revisit and re-imagine a period of enslavement in African American history. This will include contemporary 
texts set in the era of slavery such as Toni Morrison’s ‘Beloved’ or Robert Jones Jr.’s ‘The Prophets’ as well as texts that 
grapple with the current-day inheritances of systemic racism and the inequality it structures in the present – as in Jordan 
Peele’s ‘Get Out’. Students will be approaching and interpreting how a history of enslavement continues and effects the 
present via the exposure to texts that work via narratives of containment and imprisonments and carcerality as well 
negotiations of how writers construct the past in a present marked by physical and psychic violence enacted upon Black 
individuals. Students will be invited to think in the most expansive and imaginative way about how slavery can be seen to 
continue and what mechanisms uphold it. Via the incorporation and side-by-side reading of theorists like Christina Sharpe 
and Saidiya Hartman, students will develop a critical language that enables them to read, in an intricate and informed way, 
how the present is marked by a ‘past that is not yet past’. The specific ways in which students engage in this reading will be 
helpful for a series of texts by global majority authors but will serve them well in more general areas of the American 
Literature course more broadly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module options for visiting students 

 
Module 
number 

Module title Run time 
UK 
Credits 

Syllabus 

EN2XXX American 
Immigrant 
Novels 

UG Spring 
Term 

15.00 

This course aims both to deepen students’ understanding of 21st American Literature by introducing them to five novels 
written by and about immigrants to the United States and/or second and third generation Americans. Each novel will be 
studied over two sessions to allow for deeper engagement with both primary texts and further, student-directed, reading. 
Works studied will take into account immigrants from Africa, Asia, Europe, Central America/the Caribbean. Students will 
consider both the common and divergent experiences of different immigrants and immigrant groups, and also how 
immigrant experience shapes understandings of America and what it means to be American. Furthermore, students will 
have the opportunity to workshop their academic writing in class via a close reading essay assignment, for which they will 
receive written and oral feedback from both peers and the instructor. 

 

 


